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The panoramic canopy su' ings open towards the r igirt ,
side of the plane a.r-rd only the center part of i t  opens.

L a n d i n g  G e a r  -

Tricycle gear rvith the nose wheel control led by the
rudder pedal. ' I 'he rnain gear is a leaf spring type.

Eng ines  -  Rowena  o r  S t i h l .
Weight  6 .5  hg (14.3 l l i s . ,  each)  complete  wi th  hand

star ter .  One cy l inc ler ,  two cyc le  wi th  137cm3 of  com-
press ion.  Maximum power  (each)  -  t  h .p .  a t  7 ,000 rpm.
Each engine is f i t ted with a Ti l lotson diaphragm carbur-
etor which al lows running in any posit ion.

P rope l l e r s  -  D iame te r  -  . 680m -  26 .8  i n .
P i tch -  l80 a t  70%, o f  the rad ius
Static rpm - 5,500 rpm
Track -  3kg ihp -  6 .6  lbs . /h .p .
Cruising rpm - 6,000 rpm

The biades are cut from 6mm duraluminum, profi led
and twisted. Hub design al lows a ground adjustment of
p i tch f rom 150 to  210.

Fuel  Capac i ty  -  20 to  25 l i te rs  -  5 .2  to  6 .6  ga l lons
Weights  -  ' l 'o ta i  empty  weight  -  65 kg (143 lbs . )

Gross weight  -  170 kg (374 lbs . )

C O N S T R U C T I O N
Onc of ' the retr l ly unique features of Michel Colomban's

Cricr i  is the methrd of constt 'uct ion. The wing and tai i
sr.rrf i lce r: i i rs and rnucl ' '  of the interior of the fuselage are
sarvecl trom sheets o1'r i  r ieid plast ic foam material named
Kl ,ECi l i [ - ' f l l ,L  ]00.  T i ie  ouLcr  she l l  is  a luminum sheet
bonciccl to t ,he intrer struct;t i t 'c; .  Ti:e end result is a smooth,
nr:ar r ivet less surf 'ace and a strong, i igirtwr: ight airframe.

(Editor 's Note - This process js similar t t l  t i rat used by
Djch Schreder in the construction of the rvings of his sai l-
planes. f) ick wil l  be at Oshkosh this summer to demon-
strate. )

The wing conta ins 70 ident ica l  r ibs .  They are cut
sl ightly oversize from KLEGECBLL 100 and f inished r,vi th
a belt,  sander to the exact shape. Eight irours of labor
was involved.

All  the r ibs are glued to the "I" beam spar made of
AV4G-1 and the wing skin - a singie sheet for each wing
panel - is glued in place by an unusual process. First,
the skin is heid against the leading edge wiih rubber
bands, then the top and bottom surfaces are rol led into
posit ion over the r ibs. The whole thing is wrapped in a
nylon sheet with the ends sealed by means of str ips of
wood squeezed together by clamps - forming an air-
t ight bag. Into an opening in the bag is inserted a house-
hold vacuum cleaner hose. The vacuum cleaner is plugged
into a source of 110 volt  current to keep i t  running at
1ow speed ( in France 220 volts is standard) - this main-
tains a suction of 20 to 30 cm of a colored l iquid circulat-
ing in a clear plast ic tube that serves as a manometer.

When the suction bag is completed, one hose is inserted
into the bag and the other stays out in free air. lVhen the
c l i f ference in  leve l  reaches 200 to  300 kg/m2 of  even
pressure on the wing sk in  i t  is  pu l led in  snugly  to  the r ibs
for:ming the proper airfoi l .  Then i t  is simply a m;rtter of
rn'ait ing a few hours for the bonding to take place - and
an occasional check to be certain the vacuurr) system is st i i l
rvorking. The tai l  surfaces were bui l t  usi 'ng the same
sYstem'  

(cont inued on Next  Fage)
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