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V a c u u m  b o n d i n g  o f  t h e  w i n g  s k i n .  A f t e r  a p p l y i n g  g l u e

to  the  c lose ly  spaced foam r ibs ,  the  one p iece  a luminum
s k i n  w a s  s u c k e d  d o w n  i n t o  a  s n u g  f i t  b y  a  v a c u u m '
The en t i re  w ing  ha l f  was  enc losed in  a  ny lon  bag and a

househo ld  vacuum c leaner  run  a t  s low speed prov ided the

s u c t i o n .  T h e  r e s u l t  w a s  a  s u p e r  s m o o t h  l a m i n a r  w i n g '

The f laps were eased slowly into the "up" posit ion'

The indicafed speed climbed to 120 km/hrs. (74 mph) with

a slight change in the flight attitude. At around 200 feet

of afltude the first slow turn was executed to the left,

the flaps were put back down to 50 and the climbing con-

tinued to 500 feet with the same speed as before.

The approach was made at around 100 km/hrs' ( in-

dicated) wii fr  the f laps down to 30o and the tr im adjusted'

The airplane goes down normally and the wheels contact

the ground at 70 km/hrs. (43 mPh).
First impressions of the pilot were just opposite of the

worst fears bf utt involved. The airplane took off smartly

and the cl imb was brisk at an indicated speed of 100

km/hrs. (62 mph). The ohly instruments installed are a

speedometer and a sensitive altimeter. To fly the airplane

tire controls do not require much effort.  Movement is

very slight on the three axes and make the airplane very

toultry.-Apart ftom that, the airplane is very clean and the

rigging is good."i  
r l .o"a i i ight was made immediately - around the

pattern with a right turn this time. For the first day

ih" Cri.r i ,  the world's smallest twin engine airplane,

flew 20 minutes with two landings.

On Juiy 24 more test flying was done. After some mod-

i f i ca t i ons  t o  t he  con t ro i s  ( excep t  f o r  t he  rudde r ) ,

the f lying was better and more precise. Five landings

A Cr ic r i  w ing  spar .  That  g r imace is  the  resu l t  o f  b r igh t
sun l igh t  -  no t  f  rom l i f t ing  the  fea ther  we igh t  spar .

Another  ang le  o f  the  f i rs t  assembly  o f  Cr ic r i .

were made during 49 minutes of flyt.rg. stalt tests were
made after reaching an altitude of 2,000 feet:

1st Stall - Flaps down -50. engines reduced to
2500 rpm. Statl is rough but straight ahead'
Break is at ?5 km/hrs. (46 mph) indicated' Down
1/4 turn of a right spin and instantaneous con-
troi.

2nd Stall - Flaps down -300, slight shaking but
stall very gentle. Slight nose down attitude to-
wards tfre teft, immediate control without difficul-
ty. Speed at the break - 70 kn/hrs. (43 mph).

(Con t inued  on  Nex t  Page)
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The f  i rs t  assembly  o f  the  near ly  comple ted  a i r f  rame.


